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SUBJECT: AFL-CIO DELEGATION VISIT TO EINLAND 
REE: (A) COPENHAGEN 2890, (B) STOCKHOLM 2091 

1. AFL-CIO DELEGATION (REFTELS) VISITED HELSINKI MAY 20-22 

AS GUEST OE CENTRAL LABOR FEDERATION SAK AND WHITE COLLAR 
FEDERATION TVK. PROGRAM INCLUDED LUNCH HOSTED BY SAK MAY 20, 
DINNER THAT EVENING AT KILJAVA TRAINING CENTER WHERE SAK 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WAS MEETING, AND EMBASSY RECEPTION MAY 21, 
FOLLOWED BY SAK-TVK HOSTED DINNER. 

2. AS THIS WAS FIRST AFL-CIO GROUP TO BE HOSTED BY SAK 
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SINCE LATTER'S REORGANIZATION IN MERGER OE COMMUNIST AND 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LABOR EEDERATIONS IN 1969, EMPHASIS WAS 
MORE ON SOCIAL CONTACTS THAN ON SUBSTANTIVE 
DISCUSSIONS. HOWEVER, VISITORS DID ENGAGE IN LENGTHY 
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS OF ILO AND OTHER MATTERS 
OF MUTUAL INTEREST WITH THEIR HOSTS DURING SOCIAL 
EVENTS AND SIGHTSEEING TOURS. 
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3. OFFICIAL HOSTS INCLUDED BOTH COMMUNISTS AND SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS IN SAK, BUT IN PRACTICE THE ONLY COMMUNIST 
TO SPEND TIME WITH VISITORS WAS JOHAN VON BONSDORFF, 

SAK SECOND INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY. VON BONSDORFF 
PARTICIPATED IN AIRPORT WELCOME AND BOTH LUNCH AND 
DINNER ON 20TH, SPENDING IN ALL SEVERAL HOURS TALKING 
WITH DELEGATION MEMBERS. OTHER COMMUNISTS DID NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN DELEGATION'S ACTIVITIES AND NONE ATTENDED 
EMBASSY RECEPTION. ACCORDING TO SAK SOURCES, ONLY 
COMMUNIST TO STATE IN ADVANCE HE WOULD NOT MEET 
AMERICANS WAS SECOND SECRETARY-GENERAL ELOMAA, WHO 
LINKED DECISION TO US REFUSAL OF VISA TO FINNISH COMMUNIST 
METALWORKER THREE YEARS AGO. 

4. SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, ON OTHER HAND, GAVE VISITORS WARM 
WELCOME. SAK CHAIRMAN DIVIO HEADED ATTENDANCE AT EMBASSY 
RECEPTION, WHERE FINNS WERE IN EXPANSIVE MOOD OVER VISIT. 
DINNER WHICH FOLLOWED WAS OCCASION FOR EXPRESSION OF WARM 
MUTUAL REGARD BY BOTH SIDES AND HOST PERTTI VIINANEN, 

SAK SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN, WENT OUT OF WAY TO SAY HE HOPED 
DELEGATION WOULD RETURN AND SPEND LONGER TIME IN 
FINLAND. 

5. COMMENT: JUDGING ROM REACTIONS OF BOTH DELEGATION 
MEMBERS AND THEIR SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC HOSTS, VISIT WAS 
USEFUL CONTACT BETWEEN AFL-CIO AND SAK. IT COMPLE- 
MENTED WELL THAT BY ALBERT SHANKER, SUCCESSEULLY 
PROGRAMMED HERE BY EMBASSY IN APRIL. FINNS HAVE 
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TOLD US THEY WOULD WELCOME MORE SUCH VISITS AS CHANCE 
TO GET TO KNOW AMERICANS, EVEN IF ON SOME MATTERS 
RESULT IS ONLY AGREEMENT TO DISAGREE. EMBASSY ENDORSES 
FURTHER SUCH CONTACTS BETWEEN TWO LABOR MOVEMENTS. 
HOUSTON 
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